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Small farm class, Jan - March 2022 
 

Do you have a small farm or raise animals?  If so,

consider attending an upcoming webinar that

reviews small farm animal health and biosecurity

practices. The program will cover biosecurity

principles, mapping your farm, visitor

management, keeping it clean, animal health and

welfare, Zoonoses, mortality management, and

biosecurity planning.  

These free webinars will take place weekly

on Tuesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 PM starting

January 4th, 2022, through March 1st, 2022. Five

will be held live using Zoom and will include a

Q&A session, and the other three will be pre-

recorded and posted on the FARM PPE website. 

No matter the size of the farm, understanding

disease risk factors and prevention is crucial to

the livelihood and well-being of farmers raising

livestock and poultry species, and to the heath of

their animals. This can be facilitated by

developing effective and financially sustainable

veterinary-client-patience relationships, and

Livestock mushroom poisoning?

The North Coast is home to many mushrooms of

all colors, sizes, and shapes. Do our farm

animals know which ones to avoid?... Generally,

livestock are good at avoiding toxins, including

mushrooms, when other food sources are in

ample supply. There are few known cases in

California of mushroom toxicity in livestock, but

two recent cases were on the North Coast, both

in young calves, and both died from Amanita

toxicity.  

For livestock owners, what can be done? When

an animal suddenly dies, contact your

veterinarian to get help with identifying the cause.

A good history combined with a field necropsy is

the best strategy to get an answer. If you have

observed mushrooms where the animal was

grazing, collect a sample and submit it with

animal tissues to the diagnostic

lab. Unfortunately, there are no antidotes for

these types of poisonings. Supportive care to

help an animal clear the toxin from its system is

https://mailchi.mp/b0a1da083bd7/ucce-newsinformationupdates-may-4821210?e=172bc4153d
https://farmppe.netlify.app/


providing education on practices that decrease

the likelihood of infectious disease. These steps

will support the implementation of adequate

disease prevention measures.  

If you are interested in attending the webinars,

please register here. For more information,

email Dr. Alda Pires at pireslab@ucdavis.edu.

all that can be done for animals with suspected

mushroom poisoning. 

The chances of mushroom poisonings in

livestock are rare, but they should be on your

radar if nothing else seems to make sense. For

more information Read Dr. Gaby Maier's full

article.

We are dedicated to improving the quality of life of Californians 
by developing and delivering research-based information in 

agriculture and natural resources, 
and by supporting healthy families and communities.

Facebook Website

We have excellent resources on many subjects, including 
growing vegetables and fruit trees, how to address pests of the home and

garden, range and forest management, and curriculum for 4-H projects. 
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